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The subsidies of the Dutch had been well invested,
Mayenne, who had gained little honour in the cam-
paign, lay sick of an illness caused by debauchery at
Rouen.

But the King was in no position to profit by the
weakness of his enemies. His treasury was empty.
He could not pay his Swiss and German mercenaries ;
and without pay they would serve no longer. The
French nobles and gentlemen hurried to their homes,
as their custom was after a campaign. It therefore
only remained for him to dismiss with gracious
words his English and Dutch allies, and to abandon
the hope, so nearly realised, of crushing his opponents
and of entering his capital, the master of his kingdom
on his own terms.

In all parts of the country from Languedoc to
Lorraine, and from Savoy to Brittany, the civil war
dragged on during the summer, on the whole to the
advantage of the Royalists. But the most marked
result was the increased misery and devastation of
the country, and that everywhere the Leaguers be-
came more and more dependent on the money and
men of Spain, and therefore more and more the ob-
sequious clients of Philip II.

The death of Marshal Biron before Epernay, de-
livered the King from the exorbitant pretensions of
a man whom he could not afford to offend, and whose
insatiable vanity and selfish ambition made his great
parts, improved though they were by study and
knowledge of books, as well as by a wide experience
of camps and courts, of little use to the cause he
served, or to his country.